DEPARTMENT
of the PRIME MINISTER
and CABINET

6 April 2010

David Farrar
Email: david@farrar.com

Dear David Farrar,

Official Information Act Request Relating to Change of Name and Mandate of the
External Assessments Bureau

[ refer to your official information request of 23 March 2010 for “any reports, papers, advice,
correspondence, memos, e-mails or official information of any kind held by the Department
of Prime Minister and Cabinet (including the National Assessments Bureau) relating to the
change of name and mandate for the External Assessments Bureau, to become the National
Assessments Bureau.” You indicated that you were “primarily interested in more details on
the rationale for change, and any duplication of roles with other security and intefligence

agencies.”

The change of the mandate of the External Assessments Bureau and name to the Naticnal
Assessments Bureau has come out of a recent review of the intelligence services. The
department that has the lead responsibility for this review is the State Services Commission.
The information you have requested is more closely connected to the responsibilities of the
State Services Commission and, accordingly, | am transferring your request to the State
Services Commission under section 14 of the Official Information Act.

There is some material held by this department that would not be covered by the transfer to
the State Services Commission. Enclosed is a copy of a news piece from this department’s
internal website which informs staff within the department of the change of name and
mandate for the National Assessments Bureau. There is also some information available on
the department’s website at; http://www.dpme.govt.nz/. There is some additional information
held by the National Assessments Bureau in relation to the review itself. This has been
withheld under section 9(2)(g)(i) of the Official Information Act.

Executive Wing, Parliament Buildings, Wellington, New Zealand
A244460-1.3 W 6444719700 Facsimile: 64 4 4723181  www.dpme.govt.nz



No public interest in this information has been identified, that would be sufficient to override
the reasons for withholding it. You are entitled to ask the Ombudsman to review this
response, under section 28(3) of the Ofiicial Information Act.

Yours sincerely,
/\’\/‘OGVJO\ \,\b\m

Maarten Wevers
Chief Executive
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