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By e-mail and post

Re:  Formal Complaint- Area Commander – Waikato Police
According to a story published on “Stuff” on 11 June (the accuracy of which you may care to comment on), on Monday 8 June what was reported as “hundreds of gang members”  took over Maeroa Street in Hamilton in order to hold a tangi for a deceased  Mongrel Mob (Mob) member. Again according to the report, “[Mob members] had parked their cars in lines of four covering the footpath and the entire road”.  A resident of the street described the situation as “terrifying”, particularly regarding her being required to walk through massed  gang members to reach her home.

The report goes on to note than on Wednesday 10 June – i.e. two full days after the “occupation” began – :

“patched gang members and cars were visibly crowding the street, with cars blocking the road and preventing residents from entering.”  
More disturbingly for me – if not for the terrorized residents of the area -:
“Multiple police cars were seen in surrounding areas as gang members loitered in the streets.”

Officers apparently did absolutely nothing either then or as  gang members began a “procession” through surrounding streets behind the body of the deceased gang thug. This reportedly began  at around 3 pm which:

“ caused mayhem for parents trying to pick their children up from nearby Maeroa Intermediate.”

If it is correctly reported – and again  I am open to being persuaded that the report is inaccurate in some respect(s)  -  this is outrageous inaction on the part of Police in the face of behaviour which was both illegal and highly upsetting to local residents. I suppose such passive inaction by the Police in Hamilton should not be a great surprise, given the several “hui” which Deputy Commissioner Haumaha  apparently conducted with the  thug – a convicted murderer - who leads the Waikato Mob, and unsurprisingly also features in the Stuff story I have referred to.

Be that as it may, and again if reports are accurate, the inaction of police in the area between 8 and 12 June is the direct responsibility of the Area Commander.  A Detective Inspector Graham Pitkethly was quoted in media reports. I left a message for him via the new 105 line – the person who took my call  called back to confirm  that a message has been left on Pitkethly’s voicemail – but he never returned my call.  In any event, to use an old metaphor, Pitkethly is presumably the monkey while the Area Commander is the organ grinder. The Area Commander must have authorized – or at least known about – the lack of action by his underlings (or whatever is the correct term for the lower ranks in the Police “Service” these days).  At the end of the day, the responsibility for the  handling – or rather non-handling – of this disgraceful affair lies with him or her.

As you are well aware, the Mongrel Mob is classified as a criminal organization pursuant to the Gang Insignia Act. Even if that  were not the case, the behaviour of individual Mob members in and around Maeroa Street during the relevant period  clearly involved illegality of various kinds. As clichéd as it may be, it goes without saying that if I or any other group of citizens “closed off” a road and terrorized residents for the purposes of holding a tangi or any other event, we would quickly be arrested.

I wish to formally complain about the actions and omissions  of the Waikato Area Police Commander. I wish to know what, if any, action you intend to take against him or her regarding what is described above. Your response will determine what further action I will pursue, if any.
Yours faithfully,





DAVID GARRETT
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